A SHORT 


e e o 


OF THE PEOPL E CALLED 


\ 


KU A R 


Their Riſe, Religious Principles and Settlement 


in AMERICA, 

Moſtly collected from different Authors, for the | 

Information of all ſerious Inquirers L particularly ; 
Foreigners. 


PHILADELPHIA J 


Printed by JOSEPH CRUKSHANK, in Market-ſtreet, between 
Second and Third · ſtreets. . 


cena 


# £ 24f 
1 


% 

* 

* 
A ; 1 

— 

- 
* 

* 
1 * 

* 

" 

* 

. 

. 

— 

* 


FO 


* 
\ 
2 | 
Ls 
* 
— 
* 
. 
**r 2 
* 
5 
i 
0 
> 
* 
« 
#f * 


* - 
* 
2 
N 
4 
. * I 
8 4 
- 
— 4 
{ 
* 
wi 
* 
* * 
* 
on * 
* 
TR 
* 
U 
* 
* 
> 
1 * 
* * 
v3 
. 


4 Short ACCOUNT F the People called QUAkrERs,. 
| their Riſe, Religious Principles und Settlement in 
AMERICA, 'moftly collected from divers Authors," for 
the Information of all ſerious Inquirers, particularly 
ForeigneFg vn too gow 217 e on on 
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HES E People were firſt diſtinguiſhed by the 
1 Name of Quakers in England, about the middle 
of the laſt century. George Fox was the principal 
Inſtrument of gathering them into a religious ſociety. 
His outward employment while young, was chiefly in 
the care of ſheep, and from his infancy being of a 
grave, ſolid, obferving turn of mind, was early re- 
{trained from the follies incident to youth; ſolicitous, 
above all things, to obtain the favour of God, and to 
avoid every thing which either the Scriptures or the 
inward principle of Divine Grace taught him to 
believe was offenſive to him; though in fo doing many 
corrupt practices, which cuſtom had familfarized to 
the Profeſſors of ' Chriſtianity, preſented” themſelves. 
as obſtacles in his way, which for a tĩme occaſioned 
him much anxiety, leſt his own particular proſpect 
nould miſlead bim; but as he retained an inflexible 
integrity, he gained experience by the things that 
he ſuffered, and as his underſtanding was gradu: 
ally illuminated, he received ſatisfaction in the mas 
ny donbts he had long painfully laboured under. 
In the Year, 1647, and 23d of his age, he travelled 
through ſeveral counties of England; ſeeking out 
ſuch as, in religious tenderneſs, were inquiring after 
the- way of life and ſalvation: theſe he taught betki 
by precept and example the benefit of retiring into 
hlence, and inſtructed them to ceaſe from all ſelt⸗ 
performances; to turn to the light of Chriſt in their 

| OWN. 


— 


N 1 ” 
/ own hearts, and wait to feel the inſtructions of hi 
Spirit there, that their knowledge, worſhip and religi 
ous ſervices, might not ſtand in the will of man, 
but in © the power of an endleſs life.” 

In this ſervice of love he continued Tome years, 
and his labours were ſo bleſſed, that great numbets 
were convinced by his Miniſtry and that of others 

who were gathered into the fame inward divine Prin- 
ciple, who at firſt were called Children of the Light. 
But the power arid reverential awe atttending them 
ſo affected their minds, and thoſe of the piouſſy diſ. 
poſed people to whom they miniſtered, as often to 
cauſe them to tremble before the. Divine Majeſty, 
under an abaſing ſenſe, of their own unworthineſz, 
| whence they were in deriſion called Quakers; which 
name they have ſince been moſt generally known. by 
in the world; tho' from their mutual love and pati- 
ent ſuffering. of injuries, which they held ought evet 
to mark the Followers of Chriſt, they ſtiled them- 
ſelyes Friends, or the Friends of Truth. Thus it was, 
that a man without any worldly advantages of ſta- 
tion or literature, merely by a continued attention 
to the guidance of that Divine Light which he bore 
teſtimony to; the energy and power of his miniſtry, 
the convincing plainneſs and clearneſs of his doctrine, 
and the correſpondent ſanctity of his life, became 
an inſtrument in the Lord's hand to collect from all 
profeſſions and moſt ranks, great numbers of pioully 

diſpoſed people, who were at length embodied into 2 
religious fociety, governed by one of the beſt fy 
ſtems of Chriſtian Diſcipline that hiſtory affords any 
account of, Pad Ax cas x 

Theſe converts to the Light of Chriſt in the Soul 
of Man, were diſtinguiſhable for a grave, ſedate 

deportment, ſingular; uprightneſs in their dealings; 
e in the performance of their promiſes; à 
ſparingneſs in diſcourſe; great temperance and fru- 
gality at their tables; and plainneſs and mla 5 
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their dreſs and behaviour. They declined {croile and 
fantaſtical geſtures, compliments and other cuſtom- 
ary forms of ſalutation, fuck as putting, off the hat, 
ſcraping the foot, bending the knee, drinking healths; 
&c. eſteeming them to be violations of Te ſincerity 
and ſeriouſneſs which becomes Chriſtians; yet ,con- 
idered it their duty to treat all men with gentle- 
neſs and reſpect. Making uſe of the ſingular number 
(Thou) as moſt proper and confiſtent with Scripture 
and the moſt approved ancient writers, avoiding, the 
cuſtomary uſe o the plural (7 oz) when ſpeaki ag 72 Hl 

dreſs 


ſingle perſon, with ſuch flattering titles of 
as ſerve to feed the pride of the Ban heart they 
allo avoided as both contrary to the funplicity of the 
goſpel, and inconſiſtent with truth. They diſuſed 
ſuch names of the months or days of the week as 
were derived from the gods of the heathen, believ- 
ing that under the goſpel diſpenſation thoſe prophe- 
cies were to be fulfilled, by which the Lord declared, 
be would ſo effettually take away the name of Baalim 
from his people, Shak they ſhould no more be remembered, 
by their names. * They maintained. that as the. end 
of true religion is to redeem the minds of man- 
kind from the ſpirit of the world, and bring them 
to an inward communton with God, that therefore 
tne purſuit of worldly faſhions, all diverſions, ſuch 
as gaming, dancing, ſtage playing and other amuſe- 
ments of the ſame baneful tendency, are to be re- 
iraned from: as evidently tending to raiſe the hu- 
man mind, which is prone to vanity, above the pre- 
ſerving fear of God, and to weaken. its defires after 
thoſe effuſions of his love and goodneſs, wherewith 
it ought to ſeek daily to be leavened. For according 
to ſcripture , teſtimony and the correſpondent evis 
dences of Goſpel Light, in their own hearts, they 
found, that while men's affections are engroſſed 
by the ee and delights of this world, they are 


dead 


Zech. zi. 2. Hoſea ii. 39, 


EI 


dead to a ſenſe of che Divine Life in chem; the 


abſolute neceſſity of regeneration: and the power b 
which this great work is effected, are both included 
in that doctrine of he apoſtle, If ye live after the fleſþ 


e' ſhall die; but if if ye thro' the $ irit.- do mortiſ) be 


47577 of the body, f 1 live: For as many as ae 
led by 75 Spirit FC od they are the Sons of G. 
It was about thirty Wark after the firſt a 


of the Quakers in England, that a number removed 


into America. And in the Year 1681, the province 
of Pennſylvania being granted to William Penn, he 
removed thither with a conſiderable number of his 
friends, moſtly of the people called Quakers. It is 


worthy of ſpecial notice, that moſt of the ſettlements 


in America were made with little regard to any prior 


title in the natives; but William Penn did not think 


his permiſſion to colonize the tract of land granted 
to him by king Charles II. a ſufficient title to the 
country; but aſſembled the Sachems or Princes, and 


obtained their conſent to ſettle upon the extent of 


land that he wanted. When it became neceſſary to 
extend the ſettlement, new lands were purchaſed from 
the original poſſeſſors, which eſtabliſhed ſo much love 
and confidence in them towards William Penn and the 
firſt ſettlers of Pennſylvania, that his and their names 
were, and ſtill continue to be, revered amongſt them. 

Such a toleration and liberty of conſcience” was 
eſtabliſned in Pennſylvania, as promoted and main- 
tained a true ſenſe of religion, which penal laws have 
ever failed of effecting; hypocriſy and profaneneſs 
were diſcouraged, and thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ments which tend to deprive men of their religious 
and civil rights avoided. William Penn granted 2 
general toleration to all who profeſſed to believe in 


one Supreme Almighty Being; and allowed the differ- 


ent ſects of Chriſtians to hold offices, and to- enjoy 

the higheſt poſts in the ſtate; as by the Charter of 
Priv. 
Kom. viii. 13. 


* 71 5 


; Priviledges,, dated 28th October 1703, is exprefsly 
l any. vr. Becauſe no ente aan. be tru 


14 


6 "ih IN PUN of 8 be {0 * the 
author as well as object, of all divine knowledge, 
« faith, and (worſhip, who only, doth enlighten the 
« minds and perſuade and convince the underſtanding 
« of people: Ido hereby grant, and declare that no 
+ perſon, or, perſons. inhabiting. in this Province, or 
„Territories, who, ſhall confeſs. and acknowledge one 
„ almighty, God, the creator, upholder and ruler of 
« the, world, and profeſs him or themſelves obliged 
4 t o live quietly under the civil. government, ſhall 
« * in any caſe moleſted. or prejudiced in his or 
« their perſon or eſtate, becauſe, of his or eh 
conſcientiqus perſuaſion, os practice; nor be com- 
pelled to, frequent or maintain any religious wor- 
« ſhip, place or miniſtry contrary to his or they 
mind; or te do, or ſuffer any. other act or thi 
« contrary to their religious pęrſuaſion- And that a 
perſons who alſo ms to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
the. Saviour of the world, ſhall be capable (not- 
withſtanding; their other perſuaſions and practices 
„ in point = conſcience, and, religion) to ſerve, this 


6. government in any apa, both Legi and 
* executively- r l 


And in order to guard, as much as was in his POW- 
er againſt the inſtability of future human councils, 
William Penn provided, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
in the laſt paragraph of his charter, that this mol 
eſſential Liberty and Priviledge ſhould. be preferved 
inviolate, in the following memorable concluſion 
it, viz. But becauſe the happineſs, of mankind de- 
** pends ſo much u upon the enjoying of liberty of their 
- conſciences. AS. A foreſaid, Ido ap, nearby ſolemnly, de- | 


" "0 clare, 


i 


* clare, promiſe and grant for me; my heirs 3 


& aſſigns, that the firſt article of this charter, relating 0 
"7 to Liberty of Conſcience, and every part and clau 4 


* therein, according to the true intent and meanin 
& thereof, ſhall be kept and remain, without any mg 


4% teration, inviolably for ever. And laſtly I the BY | 


William Penn, proprietary and governor of t! 
e province of Pennſylvania and Territories chere nfo 
* | wane og for myſelf, 'my heirs and aſſigns have 
& folemnly declared, granted and confirmed, and do 
« hereby ſolemnly declare, grant and confirm, that 
6 neither I, my heirs or aſſigns, ſhall'procure or do, 
c any thing or things, whereby the” liberties in this 
e charter contained, and expreſſed,” "nor any" part 
c thereof, ſhall be infringed erlbfesenp g if an 
0 thing ſhall be procured or done by any perſon or 
e perſons contrary to theſe Preſents, 1 it Hall be del 
c of no force or effect.? 
I.nhis general Liberty of Conſcience was che Wasch 
effet of the divine principle of lightand truth profeſſed 
by the Quakers, © who hold none excluded Feb! 55 
avour of God on account of their different relig 
erſuaſion, provided it be founded on the fear if 
God and love to mankind. A government eſtabliſh- 
ed upon ſo liberal and extenſive a plan, was at en- 
couragement to great numbers of fferent perfilaſi- 
ons to emigrate frqm various countries, where many 
had ſuffered for their non conformity, to ecclefiaftical 
requiſitions, to ſettle under a conſtitution, the baſis 
of which was religious and civil liberty, to 7 ch 
wiſe proviſion the rapid ſettlement and improvement 
of the Province has, by the bleſfing of Proyidence, 
been principally . It is a ſituation of Fe 
beautiful in pro ſpect, and happy in the enjoy men 
when men mutually give and receive liberty to lire, 
with equality and affection; if not as belonging to 


* 


the ſame viſible church, yet to the ſame fraternity of 


mankind; agreeable to our bleſſed Saviour's doctrine, 


On 


* * 8 


# 
. * 2 ; 2 
5 * : EVE 
* : .. 9 : 


DP your naſter, and dll ye are brethren. * The 


— 


changes which for a number of years paſt, have 
gradually prevailed in this once peaceful land, prin- 
cipally owing to the great acceſſion of people of diffe- 
rent diſpoſitions from the firſt ſettlers, the views of 
many of whom having been to 'amaſs wealth and 


üggrandize themfelyes, has very mach reverſed the 


ſyitem of happineſs ſo long and ſucceſsfully purſued: 
hence the friendly diſpoſition of the Indians, conſpi- 
cuous for à long courſe of years, in favour of the 
inhabitants; has been ſo changed, that Pennſylvania, 


after enjoying an uninterrupted peace of more than 


ſixty years, has, in common with the other colonies, 
ſuffered ſeverely from the incurſions of the natives. 


* 


THEIR DOCTRINES. 
The Univerſality of | the Grace, of GOD and its Javing 


HE Doctrine they principally hold is, that there 
L 1s one God, almighty, holy, pure and eternal; 


who of his infinite love has offered falvation, through 


Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, who ſhould tafle death for every 
man : + Who will have all men to be ſaved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth + | That a gift of ſaving 


Light and Grace hath appeared to all men; teaching us, 


that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly," in this preſent world.'$ 
That this light is Chriſt, the true Light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world... 
The Divine Principle of redeeming power which 
under the diſpenſation of the law was pointed to in 
* Matt, i, . 04 Hehe Hh 9g. 5 
+ 4 i „ Titus ii. 12. gg dn 
John i. 9. . 
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types and ceremonies is by the. goſpel revealed to * 
Chrift in you (faith. the apoſtle) the hopei of glory, *. 
this is agreeable to the promiſe: made to the fathers, 
that all. ſhall know him (i. e. the Lord) From the buf of 
zhem to the greateſt. + 

The Quakers hold 3 this b of 1 this 
teſt of virtue aud vice is not hid from any part of 
mankind; but that every man, born into the world, 
is enlightned by it: the ſerious and well diſpoſed 
Heathens, in different ages and nations, have, under 
various appellations, expreſſed their ſenfibility. of the 
exiſtence and efficacy of this Divine Principle, this 
law of God written in the heart, to deliver from 
that corruption under which they laboured. Socrates, 
Plato, Seneca, Epictetus and ſeveral others of the 
philoſophers called their diſciples to an attention to 
its dictates. Theſe doubtleſs were fome of thoſe vir- 
tuous Heathens commended in the ſcriptures, Rom. 
it. 14. Who tho they had not, inſtrumentally, been 
taught the law, yet from a conformity to this inward 
principle of divine intelligence, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, were a law unto themſelves, 
which (fays the apoſtle) ſhew the work f the law 
written in their hearts, f this they maintain to be a 
light of Gods. own nature; the. Life in him being the 
light of men. 8 And therefore ſuperior to and dif- 
tin&t from the mere light of our natural faculties, 
becauſe it doth not properly appertain to men, as 
fallen creatures; but is the gift of God, ſuperadded 
to them, thro? . Jeſus Chriſt, for their information and 
aſſiſtance, in purſuing. after thoſe things which relate 
to the favour of God, and their eternal Salvation. 
tence the Quakers hold i it As a Eee es 
| 5 4 7 

+ Jer. xxxi. 33. I will put my Law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their os 1 22 ſhall 
be my people. 
1 Rom. n, 14» 15. 8 John i. 177 | 


m 
that whoſoever will carefully and ſeriouſly turn into 
himſelf, with a ſincere deſire to know and praQtiſe 
his duty, will not fail to find there a ſufficient direc- 
tor, a ray from the fountain of light, illuminating 
his underſtanding and aſſiſting him to diſtinguiſh good 


| from evil. As faith the prophet, He bath ſhewed thee 


0 man, what is good, and what doth the Lord require 
if thee ; but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God. * They are perſuaded that 
33 many as reſiſt not this light, in what ever part 
of the world they live, or of what mode of reli- 
gious profeſſion they may be, it produceth holineſs, 
righteouſneſs, purity and other fruits acceptable to 
God, agreeable to the declaration made by the apoſtle 
Peter, after he had been at the houfe of Cornelius, 
e of a truth I perceive that God is no reſpecter of: 
« perſons; but in every nation, he that feareth him, 
e and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him. +: 
They eſteem the feriptures of the old and new 
teſtament above all other writings, believing them 


to be given by Divine Inſpiration, as a rule of faith 


and practice, in ſubordination to the light and ſpirit. - 
of God, Which is the primary rule that much de- 
pends on the ſcriptures being judged of under the 
influence of the ſame Divine Spirit which gave them 
forth; that otherwiſe, in the hands of men actuated 
by their corrupt propenſities, they may and have been 
uſed as a pretext for doing many things abhorrent to. 
the nature and ſpirit of the goſpel. Witneſs thoſe 
terrible perfecutions' which a falſe: zeal, joined to a. 
wrong conſtruction of the. ſcripture, have occaſioned. 
They decline to call them the word of God, as being a; 
* Mich. vi. 9. % gangs 48 97 UNA 
T Acts x. 34, 35. Yet ſhalt not thy teachers be removed into 
à corner any more, hut thine eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers; and. 
thine ears ſhall hear a word behind thee ſaying, This is the way, 
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn 
to the left, Iſa. XX. 20, 21 1 
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(1 187 
denomination properly attributed to Chriſt alone; and 
they are the more ſcrupulous in this reſpect, becauſe: 
ople are apt to be hereby led to think that if they 
Have the ſcriptures, they have all that is neceſſary to 
falvation, and look for no further word or light: 


, } 


> N 8 5 . * \ «1 6. au Oo * 1 * \\\ >. * 1 % 
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HE Quakers abſolutely declare againſt being 
| concerned in the deſtruction of their fellow 
men, who equally with themſelves are the objects of 
ſaving grace; hence they can take no part in Wär; 
being perſuaded that all wars ſtand in oppoſition to 
the intent and nature of the goſpel: war being the 
ſad effect of the fall of man; a fall from meekneſs, 
purity, and love, into ſenſuality, pride, revenge and 
wrath. The apoſtle James, chap. 4th, hath ſtated 
the queſtion with reſpect to the cauſe of war, ſo as 
to preclude all difficulty and doubt about it: Tram 
zwwhence come wars and jightings among you, come they 
not hence, even of your luſts. * The evident fruits of 
a ſpirit contrary -to the ſpirit of Chriſt; oppoſite both 
in its nature and effects to the pure religion he hath } 
called men to the practice of; whereforè they are con- 
vinced that the followers of the meek and peaceable 
Jeſus, ought to take no part in war; but rather to 
labour in the ability received from the bleſſed medi- 
ator, to reroncile men unto God and one unto another. 
Bleſſed, ſaith our merciful: Saviour, are be meek for 
they ſhall inherit the earth: Bleſſed are the peace makers 
for they ſhall be called the children 'of Gad, + they will 
enjoy that peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding. 
And the apoſtle ſpeaking of the believers adds, Tho 
we walk in the fleſh, we do not wat after the fleſh, far 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. } They 
r r NN II—_—E 

* Jam. iv. 1. + Matt. v. 55 9. 7 05 

| 2 Cor. x. 3, 4. = 


E 7 „ ; 

ook upon the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt to be an, emi- 
nent diſplay of divine benignity and love to man- 
kind; that the ſon of God, took upon him fleſh, 


and fuffered, and died, to deſtroy that enmity, which,” 


thro' ſin, had prevailed over the whole human race, 
and to reſtore unto fallen man the firſt life of purity 
and love; leaving us, ſaith the apoſtle, an example, that. 
je ſhould follow his ſteps. * They believe the wars 
mentioned in the old Teſtament afford no argument 
for its continuance under the goſpel, which is de: 
clared to be the bringing in of a beiter hape, by the which, 
we draw nigh unto God, +, a diſpeniation of peculiar. 
love and mercy to mankind, which our faviour him- 
ſelf diſtinguiſhes from the former diſpenſation, when 


he ſays: Te have heared that it hath been ſaid, An 


ye for an eyes. and a tooth for a tooth, but 1 ſay unto 


you, That ye reſi not evil; again Te have heared that 
it hath been. ſaid, Thou ſhalt Jove thy neighbour, and 
hate thine enemy's but 1 ſay antaiyou,” Love: your; enemies, 


nen, J Was verified in the experience of the faithful 
m their days. 22 + on O13. T5 SyrPgit 51 he 


i ; r 
I 7 + 5 7 þ - 
e 1011 1. A 


* 1 Pet. ti. 21. + Heb. vii. 19. 1 Matt. v. 38, 39, 43, 44,48. 

d. Jus. Martyr, Tertu. HOI TK Haren Achs 
Cyril, Alex. Ke. f Ifai. it. 4. Mich, iv. 3. They fall beat 
their ſwords into plow-fhares and their ſpears into pruning- 
hooks: Nation ſhall not lift up ſwerd againſt nation — neither 
ſhall they learn war any more. J Luke ii. 14. 
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The inſpired Apoſtle deſcribes the fruits of the l 
Spirit to be love, joy, peace, \long- whe Hering, . 
goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, * ſo that theſe i im. 
portant truths experienced by holy men of early and] 
ter ages manifeſt that this doctrine and firm perfüst 0 
of the Quakers is not new; and it muſt be allowed, 
that eſſential ſervice may ariſe from their holding up 
the efficacy of this divine principle, which leads to 
overcome evil with good, + to a world diſtracted with 
wrath, covetouſneſs and pride; nor ſhould it appear 
ſtrange that the doctrine of the eroſs of Chriſt is 
myſterious to the carnal wiſdom of man, it was 10 
the Fews a ſtumbling black, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs; 
but unto them which are called, faith the apoſtle, it is 
the Power of God and the Mi dom of GD. e e 

And however threatning the maintenance of this 
peaceable teſtimony may appear, of bringing deep 
ſuffering upon thoſe who are faithful therein; yet 
they believe that Chriſt, the bleſſed Shepherd of his 
flock, will ever uphold thoſe who faithfully follow 
him, in the meek, forgiving, ſuffering ſpirit. They 
cannot confider victories obtained by the deſtruction 
of men, as occaſions of 9 much leſs as ſub- 
jects of thankſgiving to a God of love, of peace and 
goodneſs, & the creator of mankind; but regard 
them as occaſions of lamentation and mourning; a 
that both on account of thoſe who, "inflamed with 
rage, and defiled with blood, are precipitated i into an 
awful eternity; and thoſe who are left to ſhare 
and deplore the deſolations of war; alſo in the con- 
ſideration, that the underſtanding of any, who bear 
the chriſtian name, ſhould be ſo exceedingly blind 
to the nature of the goſpel, as to imagine its Divine 
Author, who declares: He came not to deſtroy men's 
lives; but” to ſave them, can look,' with favour « on 


nant to the great end of his coming. i hn 


„Gal. v. 22, 23. + Rom. Xii. 21. f 1 Cor. i. 23, 4. 81 Ihm dv 6. God 
is love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in Sed aud God in high 
l Luke ix. 56. 
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"HEY look upon Divine Worthip to be tlie molt 
ſolemn act the mind of man is capable of being 
engaged in, and in conſideration of the high and in- 
conceivable majeſty of almighty God, think it their 
duty to approach him with the greateſt reverence. 
They aſſert that the true worſhip of God is in Spirit 
and in Truth, not limited to any place or time, agree- 
able to our Lord's declaration to the woman of Sama- 
ria; * but is to be performed through the operation 
of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who regards 
the prayer of the humble and contrite, that in fince- 
rity ſeek him, and has declared, where two or three 
are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the 
mid/t of them; + to revive the ſpirit of the humble 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

They acknowledge no prieſtly office to ſubſiſt under 
the goſpel diſpenſation, in any other ſenſe than as every 
fincere chriſtian may be called a prieſt as he offers up 
to God the facrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving, from 

a pure and contrite heart, in which "eve the apoſtle 
calls all chriſtians a royal prieſtfiood to offer up ſpiri- 
tual ſacrifices—an holy nation, à peculiar people. 5 

They apprehend it their duty to be dil ens in 
aſſembling themſelves together for the public WOr- 
hip of almighty God, when ſuch as are duly. prepared 
by being gathered into a compoſed awful frame of 
mind, are enabled under the influence of divine grace 
to worſhip, in ſolemn ſilence, during the whole time 
of the meeting, or if moved thereto, to pray or preach 
(1. E. Pep a8 the 82 giveth them utterance; 


agree- 
I, 


1 The bd cladth* and now is, when the true worſhippers 
hall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth: for __ Father 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. John iv. 23 
+ Matt. xvii, 20. © Ta. vii, 1. $1. Fer. it. 8. 9. 
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eee thc practice of the primitive church, with. 


out diſtinction of quality or ſex; every one who is of a 


ſober life and approved converſation, if divinely called 
or moved thereto, is permitted to ſpeak in their aſſem- 
blies, and as ſuch perſeyere therein, to the ſatisfactpn 
of the congregration, they are recommended as gof. 
pel miniſters. They ſay, that as well at meals'as on 
all other occaſions, a ſenſe of gratitude ſhould be 
lived in for the bleſſing, preſervation, and ſupport 
we daily receive, particularly looking up to God and 
waiting to feel the motion of his Spirit to animate to 
mental prayer, without which all vocal expreſion is 
inſufficient. 4 

They think men ought to be very careful in Ae 


pretenſions to the miniſterial gifts, it being very pre. 
ſumptuous and. dangerous in any to take upon them 


that high office without being divinely called thereto, 
and that no man has a ſuthcient ground to think he is 
called to the miniſtry, by the Holy Ghoſt, without a 
clear putting forth of the Spirit in his heart, from a 
ſenſe of duty to God, and a feeling, preſling, diſin- 
tereſted love to the brethren, to the ſatisfaction of the 
congregation or meeting he belongs to. This to them 
appears to comprehend. the ſubſtance of the primitive 
ordination in the apoſtolic age. To ſettle ſalaries and 
penſions for the maintenance of the ordained preach- 
ers, who afterwards exact them as a debt, they look 
upon as a diſhonour to the miniſtry of the goſpel, de- 


grading it to a worldly traffic: That agreeable to our 


ſaviour's poſſitive command, Having freely received they 
aug ht freely to give. The apoſtle Plan ec 7 bat 
his own hands had miniſtered unto his neceſſities. + 


113 IT) 


As the Quakers hold it, a fundamental ehe 


That it is the Spirit that giveth life, t Wat God ha 


made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world, & they cat» | 


not eſteem human learning to be a needllary, por 


1 4 Us gt 


28 Matt. x. 3. F AQ xx, 34. 1 4 e. 16g 4 "0 304 
8 1 Cor. 4 20. r EMS 4 


© # 


ation to the! miniſtry, che apoltle declares to this e 


evers, TU not 7 wiſe nien after the fleſh, not 
many 77550 not 35801 noble are called, but God hath' 
boſon the fooliſh things, and the Wend things of © "the 
world to confound the things which are mighty ; yea and. 
things which are not, to bring to ought things" hat are, 
that no fleſÞ ſhould glory in his erer And my. peer 
and my preathitig- - ods SR: enticeing-words'of man's 
wiſdont, but in -demonſtration of Joi and pbꝛver; that 
eur faith fhould not” and in the! ohm of men but 
in the poiber of GC,] u bagegüäs woll Bas 2 
Por che ſume reaſon they utterly Kiſctaim that . 
rity, falſely {6 called, tauglhit in the ſchools,/and thoſe 
degrees conferred"in Academies; the nature of which, 


they look upon, tends to puff up the vain mind ws 
eſtimation of its own- importance, to aſſume lordſhip 


and to feek honour one from another, in oppoſition 
to the advice of our Saviour to his difeiples, Mot 1% be 
called Rabbi, but directs to a brotherly equality among 
his diſciples, One is your Maſter, even Chriſt, anfl all-ye 
are brethren. + They alſo refuſe to pay tythes or to con- 
tribute to the ſupport of # hireling miniſtry: locking 

upon the forcible demand ef the Nlergy ok all- dene. 
minations, who claim a' maintenance by laws, to be 
an uſurpation, not in the leaſt warranted by, but 


contrary to ſeripture, under the goſpel which — 


are in eofifelehce bbliged' to withſtand. 
They aſſert that. amongſt the many widmen pra 


tices which have been introdueed, and corre F ne nod | 


with the voice of Chriſt the only Shepher of the 
Soul, none appear more oppaſed he the meek, and 
humble, felf-denying ſtate of the goſpel, than the Pres 
tice of thoſe" Who'"teach for hire and divine for money, 

who are enerally ready to prepare war againſt thoſe 
who put not into their Mouths, $ and afrogate to 
hmfelvry that” they, by s virtue of their e og 
| #75 15 'C 105 D dinaà- 


* 1 Cor. i. 26. —ü. 4 5. I Matt. xxlij, 8. 
3 Micah i iii. 111. 4 £ I Cap. . . Eis 8 
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dinations are the only ä and heart 1 All ; 
Chriſtians, who are to receive the goſpel from their 


lips, in contradiction to the promiſe. made to the be- 


lie vers, That all ſhould know the Lord. fre the leaſt 10 the 


greateſt. * 

Notwithſtanding the teſtimony of the Ck is 
againſt thoſe preachers, among the different denomi- 
nations, that labour in their own will, who preach for 
hire and divine for money, yet they reſpect ſuch among. 
them who are men tearing God and hating covetoul. 
neſs, and have engaged in that weighty. ſervice from 
an apprehenſion: of duty, nor do they deny that the 
Spirit of Grace ſometimes! condeſcends to co- operate 
with the religious labours of ſuch: Nevertheleſs 
they cannot direct the ſearchers after truth to the 
miniſtry of any man, but to the immediate teaching 
of the word nigh. in the heart, even the Spirit e 8 
God, which is the only infallible teacher, the primary 
adequate rule of faith and practice, which will lead 
thoſe who attend to its dictates into the knowledge 
of truth and righteouſneſs. : 5 


And as there is a general Fe of Divine. | 


Grace, alike to male and female, who in ſcripture 
are declared to be all one in_ Chriſt, they admit that 
women have a like call to the miniſtry as the men, 
and are made equally partakers of the ſame enlarge · 
ment of Spirit, peculiar to the goſpel times; as was 
clearly propheſied by the prophet Joel and confirmed 
by the apoſtle Peter, at the time of pentecoſt, viz. 
That God would pour out of. his Spirit upon all fleſh and 


their ſons and their daughters ſhould propheſy—and n 


my ſervants and on my hand. maids will I pour out, in 
thoſe. days, of my Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy, 1 the 
apoſtle Paul, alſo, gives directions to both ſexes, how 
they are to behave themſelves in their publick praying, 
or propheſying, both which ſignify ſpeaking unto men 
to exhortation and comfort. Whence it may be 9 
; | „ 
8 Heb. viii, 12. 5 Ads i i, 1% 18. 
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concluded, that the Fete that apoſtle lays on a 
woman's ſpeaking, of which ſuch a handle is made to 
deprive the church of ſo great a benefit, was on!. 
intended as a check to the unwarrantable activity of 
ſome women, at that peculiar time, and by no means 
in; contradiction to what himſelf had faid in confirm- 
ation of ms fore-mentioned Ee 


on BAPTISM and the SUPPER. 


HE Quakers being convinced that no outward | 
practicè can give a poſſeſſion in the kingdom 
Fx God, but it is ſolely the renovation' of heart 
called in ſcripture the New Creature, that can juſtly 
entitle us to the appellation of children of God, agree- 
able to the ' apoſtle's doctrine, That the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink; but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the' Holy Ghoft, they ſee no neceſſity for- 
continuing the uſe of water baptiſm, and the outward 
ſupper in the church, eſteeming theſe to have been 
uſed only as figures pointing to the ſubſtance, and 
abſtractedly conſiderd of no greater avail than Waſh- 
ing the feet, circumciſion or any Jewiſh rite to the 

_ renovation: of mind we ſtand' in need of; yet be- 
lieve there are thoſe who uſe theſe ſigns in upright- 
neſs, and that the Lord, who reſpects the diſpoſition 
of the mind more than any a circumſtance, 
condeſcends to favour ſuch with the bleſſing of peace: 
They agree that ſome of the apoſtles uſed water bap- 
tiſm, in the infant ſtate of the church, while the Jew- 
iſh part of the believers remained ander ſome attach- 
ment to the preceeding ſhadowy diſpenſation of the 
law; but we may obſerve that Paul the apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, * Who was not” under thoſe prejudices ſays, 
That Chri/t ſent him not to baptixe, but to preach the 
Gepe, i and declares "0 baptizing Vee: of the 

11 .397 1 [i 3 1,003 1 i Holy 


* Rom! xiv, 17. 1 1 Cor. i. 17. 
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Holy Ghoſt to be an eſſential means of admiſlion inte 
the church of Chriſt, For, ſays he, by one &pirit are 
ave all baptized into one body, whether -we be Foot tr 
Gentiles, whether wwe be bond or Fries, and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit. * The ſame apeſtle 
expreſsly declares, That there is one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm. f And the apoſtle Peter, That ſhe bah. 
tiſm which ſaveth, is not the putting away of the filth 
of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſeience Zowards 
God, by the reſurrection of Feſus Chrift. | 

Now! in this advanced age of the church when Chriſt 
is confeſſed, by all denominations of ' chriſtians to be 
the great Antitype, in whom all the figures and 
ſhadows of the law are fulfilled, for any to inſiſt on 
the perpetuation of theſe forms, and place their de- 
pendance thereon for the accompliſhment of that work 
of ſalvation, which can only be wrought by his fav 
ing ſpirit and power, they apprehend is to derogate 
from his honour, and tends to ſtop the ſeeking mind 


in a dangerous dependance on ſomething ſhort of the 


true object. Thus the water baptiſm of John Wag 
carefully diſtinguiſhed, by himſelf, From that of Chriſt, 


by which the purification of the foul ; is effected, In 
deed, ſays he, baptize you with water unto repentance; 


but he that cometh after me is mighter than I, «whoſe hoes | 


I am not worthy to bear, he ſhall baptize you with ihr 
Holy Ghoſt and with Fire. S Accordingly when in 
34 tac to Chriſt's directions, the diſciples were 
aſſembled at Jeruſalem on the day of ace and 
then experienced the deſcent of this-baptizing power 
upon them, it opened their mouths in teſtimony to its 
quickning influence; and when afterwards, under the 


ſame divine qualification, Peter began to prea ach 40 


ſome at the houſe of Cornelius, he Jays, The Haß 62 
fell on them, as on us at the beginning: Then re 


. the ward, e Lerch. e that he ſaid, Jeln 2 2 
ae 19-6h29b Dt Pact 
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15 with water ; but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoft. | 

The like ſpititual acceptation the Quakers give to 
the Lord's ſupper, the outward practice of which they 
apprehend was only to continue until he came by his 
ſpiritual appearance, who 1s the antitype, fulfilled the 
Jaw and put an end to all the Jewiſh rites; and that 
they who experience his coming a ſecond time, with- , 
out ſin unto 'falvation, feel the force and propriety of 
the apoſtle's' rebuke, and dare not return to the beg- 

arly elemente, but deſire to feed by faith on him 


who teſtified thus vf himſelf, Whofo Ach my fleſh and 


drinketh my blood Huth eternal life, and I will raiſe. him 
up at the laſt day; for my Aeſh is meat indeed, and "my 
blood is drink indeed. © He that . eateth my Ach and 
drinteth my blood, Gvelleth 4 in me and T in him, + which 
declaration” clearly points to the communication of 
his divine nature, alluded to, where he is deſcribed 
as ſtanding ata door, waiting for an entrance'to'bleſy 
the hungry Toul with the en joyment of it; Behold, 

I Rand at the door and knock, If 7 any nan Hear mp 
voice and open the door, I will come in to him and will 
ſup with him, and he with me. | This is the holy ſup- 
per and bleſſed * communion of Taints, which the living 
members of the church experience and is ſtill con- 
tinued to the followers of Chriſt: So that though they 
reject the uſe of thoſe outward ceremonies, yet they 
are advocates- for the true ſpiritual baptiſm and the 
Lord's Tupper, Which are thoſe inward and 8 
graces to War 5 r point. „ 


s o 
1 F : * 4 


* Gal. iv. = 9. When yOu Kkiols not God ye did rede i unto 
them, which by nature are no Gods; but now after that ye have 
known God, or rather are kijown-of God, how turn ye a pain 
to. the weak and beggarly. OE pee; unto, Nerf 925 
to be i in bondage. 


17 John vi. 445 55. 56. "L Rey. iii, 20. 
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On SWEARING. 


1H EY. 5 7 a ſtrict regard to Truth yak 


ſwearing, according to the injunRion of» our 
bleſſed Saviour, Swear not at all; but let pour commy. 


nication be Tea, Tea; Nay, Nay—for whatſoever is more 


than theſe cometh of evil, and the exhortation of the 


apoſtle James, But above all things my brethren ſwear | 
not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any | 


other oath ; but let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay; 
Jeſt ye fall into condemuation, f apprehending that where 

the mind is under the tye and bond of truth, Ka 
can be no neceſlity for oaths and aſſeverations, which 
are evidently the leaſt regarded by thoſe who make 
the freeſt uſe of them: Yet willing to ſubmit to 

any puniſhment for falſe affirming, Which others are 
liable to for perjury. And in this there is reaſon to 


believe they follow the example of the fathers of the 


five firſt centuries, who according to Dr. Whitby 


(in his diſſert. de ſcript. interp. p. 1 545) and. other 


authors agree, that oaths of all kinds were 1 
to chriſtians i in the firſt centuries. of the A 
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HE Slaver y. EINE during a 2 courſe of years 
has ſubſiſted in America, promoted by a cruel 


and criminal trade, carried on both from Europe and 


America, for the fixed purpoſe of purchaſing the 
African Negroes, in order to ſubject them to a ſlate 
of bondage, being one of the great evils now pre- 


vailing amongſt the profeſſors of chriſtianity, whe 


conſidered” in its nature and effects, as well, to the 


| Negroes, as; to their lordly. oppreſſors and their un- 


happy 
* Matt, v. 34, 37. 7 James v. 12. 


IE WI | 
happy offspring, .hath particularly engaged the atten« 
tion of this religious ſociety, who have required all 
their members to avoid being, in any reſpect, con- 
cerned in the ſupport of this infamous traffick; and 


have alſo enjoined all their members wlio have any of 


theſe oppreſſed people in poſſeſſion, that they ſhould, 


without delay, ſet them at liberty; and directed that 


ſuch who refuſed to comply with this injunction, ſhall 
de conſidered as no longer in fellowſhip with them, 
and to have renounced their right of memberſhip. 
And having alſo obſerved the many diſadvantages 


| theſe afflicted people labour under in point of educa- 


tion and otherwiſe, a tender care has taken place 
to promote their inſtruction in ſchool learning, and 
alſo their religious and temporal welfare, in order 
to qualify them for becoming reputable members of 
ſociety. 1 Ei 1 beit, lo mat on 120 


Their DISCIPLINE and OECONOMY. 


Eligious Society, in its ſimpleſt form, being an 


agreement of its members to watch over each 


other for good, as in this lapſed ſtate of exiſtence; we 


are ſubject to many weakneſſes and ſtand in need of 
the care and counſel one of another; hence diſcipline, 
for the well goverment of ſuch a ſociety becomes 
neceſſary. Thus where a number of this people are 
ſettled in a neighbourhood, and belong to one eſta- 
bliſned meeting for worſhip, it any individual falls in- 


to indigent circumſtances, when ſuch caſe becomes 


known, relief is adminiſtered; or if any member 
walk diſorderly, or a report is ſpread to his diſadvan- 
tage, that perſon of the ſociety who firſt obſerves 


or hears thereof, is enjoined privately to admoniſh 
bim, carefully avoiding a diſcloſure of the matter to 


a third perſon, until repeated trials to reclaim him, 
prove ineffectual. He is then to take a judicious per- 
| 3 ſon 
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on with him, and if their united endeavours peche 
alſo fruitleſs, his cafe is made known to the overſeers, 
of which there are generally one wr mere in each 
particularly meeting; whoſe bufinefs it is to ſee that 
the order and rules of the ſociety are obſerved, and 
who after viſiting the offender, ard finding bim We 
claimable, firſt apprize him of their intention, and 
then lay his caſe before the elders, overſeers and other 
members of the meeting he belongs to, where if 
none are inclined to viſit him again, it is carried 
forward to the monthly meeting, which is a meeting 
generally made up of the members of ſeveral fuch 
particular meetings as lie contiguous: to it; here a 
committee is commonly deputed to uſe further endea. 
vours to convince and regain the offender; but if 
after repeatedly viſiting and waiting upon him a pro- 
per time, no ſign of amendment is reported, that 
meeting proceeds to teſtify its diſapprobation of his 
conduct, and that he has thereby excluded himſelf 
from a right of memberſhip in the ſociety. This 
teſtification it is uſual to deliver him a copy of, and 
inform him of his right of appeal from their jullg- 
ment, to the quarterly meeting, which confiſts of the 
members who conſtitute the monthly meetings within 


each county; and from the quarterly meeting appeal 
allo he to the yearly-meeting,” which is a collection 


of all the quarterly meetings; here appeals are finally 
determined, rules for the government of the fociety 
are agreed on; with ſuch advices as from time to 
time appear neceflary. 347 407,051 5531 DIR 
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The Quakers refuſal to unite in any thing of a war- 
like nature, which proceeds from a conviction that 
every meaſure which tends to the deſtruction of man- 
kind is inconſiſtent with the nature of the Goſpel; 
their refuſing to join in publick rejoicing for ſucceſſes 

| | obtained 
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- with every quit requiſition, 


obtained in war ; their denying to ſwear in any caſe; 
to pay tythes, or to contribute to the ſupport of the 


national, miniſtry; as well as their nonconformity to 


the common modes of addreſs, cc. have ſubjected 


them to much obloquy and many grievous ſufferings, 
which nevertheleſs have been much mitigated by the 
indulgence different governments have extended to 
them, convinced by their patient ſufferings, that their 
profeſſion. of conſcientious ſcruples were ſincere, and 


that nothing dangerous to civil Tociety could be ap- 


prehended from a people who utterly diſclaimed the 
uſe of arms, or of being in any wiſe concerned in 
fomenting diviſions or civil commotions, and who 
think it their duty to contribute their endeavours for 
the peace and welfare of every country where their 
lots are caſt, and are willing chearfully to comply 

5 ſupport of the 
civil order of government, not inconſiſtent with what 
they apprehend is their duty to God, They are care- 
ful to miniſter to the neceſſities of thoſe among them 
whoſe circumſtances call for relief, not ſuffering any 
of their members to become a publick charge; they 
moreover, chearfully pay. their equal aſſeſſment with 
others, for the ſupport of the general. poor. Nor 
have any other people manifeſted a greater deſire 
and willingneſs to promote the welfare of civil ſociety, 


by their hberality in contributing to the relief of the 
poor, and in attention to the care of them; and in 


the management of thoſe inſtitutions which have 
been eſtabliſhed for the benefit of the community at 
large: For a conſiderable number of years many of 


them were concerned with others in the legiſſatiye and 
executive part of eivil government, wherein they ma- 


nifeſted a firm attachment to the conſtitutional rights 
of the people; but as acting in theſe ſtations was at- 


tended with ſnares and temptations, it was the concern 


\ f their yearly-meeting to excite ſuch to a watchful care 
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againſt deviating from their chriſtian, peaceable prin, 


ciples; and at length as the inhabitants became nume, 


rous, by emigrations from Europe and otherwiſe, and 
the holding public offices was attended with greater dif. 
ficulty, ſervices being required which interfered more 
immediately with their religious principles, the yearly 
meeting adviſed their members to withdraw there- 


from, perceiving that the ſeeking or accepting of of. 


fices in legiſlation or mapiſtracy was dangerous; 'and 
frequently injurious to the individuals in a religious 
ſenſe; more eſpecially when ſought for and accepted 
for the ſake of the profits, emoluments and worldly 


honours annexed to them, tending to debaſe the mind | 


to the odious bondage of ambition and avarice. - 
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If upon obſerving the conduct of many who pro- 
feſs themſelves members of this religious ſociety, any 
ſhould be offended at the great deviation, which ap- 
pears in the practice of ſuch from their principles, as 
ſet forth in the foregoing account, they are deſtred to 
conſider the frailty and corruption of the human heatt 
in its fallen-ſtate; its natural biaſs and attachment to 


the world, to its delights, its friendſhip and honours, 


and remember how repugnant theſe propenſities are to 
the precepts and ſelf-denying example left us by our 
Lord; that the neceſſary change of heart which the 


goſpel propoſes, is not gained by birth, but muſt be 


purchaſed by ſubmiſſion to, and an humble abiding 
under the croſs of Chriſt. * When this is duly weigh - 


ed, it will not appear ſtrange if the inſtances of de. 


fection are many; it was early the cafe amongſt the 
believers in the primitive ages of chriſtianity, when 
n Mg net 

* Matt. xvi. 24 Then ſaid Jeſus unto his diſciples, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, 663 o take up his 
croſs and follow me, : $38 
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they grew numerous, and hath been the caſe in all 


religious - ſocieties ſince that time. Nevertheleſs it is 


great cauſe of encouragement to the upright enquirer, 
that a large number of thoſe people are 3 83 
preſerved, in an eminent degree faithful to their firſt 


principles and doctrine, and upright in their life and 


converſation, who are living monuments of the effi- 
cacy and alſufficient grace of God, as witneſſes for 


him and for his truth and righteouſneſs on earth. 


They who are deſirous of more full information | 
reſpecting the doctrine and principles of this people, 


are referred to the writings of Robert Barclay, Wil- 
liam Penn, George Whitehead; and others, by whom 


they are fully ſet forth, as alſo of late times by 


Joſeph Phipps. _ 


THE END. 
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